Impact of the longitudinal and seasonal changes of the water quality on the benthic macroinvertebrate assemblages of the Andorran streams.
The ecological quality of the Andorran streams was assessed in 1998-1999, based on the survey of the water chemistry and the benthic macroinvertebrate assemblages. Two types of modification of the water quality were observed in the Andorran rivers: (i) a progressive degradation along the longitudinal gradient with a chronic degradation in the lower water courses; (ii) a seasonal modification in the mid-elevation sites. Two responses of the benthic macroinvertebrate assemblages to these disturbances were observed: an extreme simplification of the composition and a change of the trophic structure of the assemblages in the more impacted sites.